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loyalist mother he had bought from his loyalist brother who was
a major general in the British Army and married to the Duchess
of Gordon. On the 9th Luther Martin of Maryland, first attorney
general of the state, former member of Congress, put in his ap-
pearance. At once disturbed by the Virginia plan, he was not long:
in becoming energetic in the opposition to it:."so extremely
prolix," Pierce thought him, "that he never speaks without tiring
the patience of all who hear him." On the llth Abraham Baldwin,
who had been brigade chaplain in the Continental Army and was
now president in title of the University of Georgia, which was
still to be established, appeared as the last of the Georgia dele-
gates.
Every state was fully, or at least legally, represented during;
June except New Hampshire, which did not even name its dele-
gates till the 27th, and Rhode Island, which never named or sent
any,
n
Still postponing consideration of the second branch of the
legislature, the committee of the whole on June 1 took up the
seventh Virginia resolution, which was concerned with the execu-
tive. The resolution proposed that "a national executive be in-
stituted"; to be elected by the national legislature; to serve for a
term of years left blank in the proposal; to receive a fixed com-
pensation, which should not be changed during the executive's
term of office; to be ineligible "a second time"; and "besides a
general authority to execute the national laws, it ought to enjoy
the executive rights vested in Congress by the confederation."
At once Wilson moved that the executive consist of a single
person, and Charles Pinckney seconded the motion. "A consid-
erable pause ensuing," Madison notes, "and the Chairman asking
if he should put the question, Doctor Franklin observed that it
was a point of great importance and wished that the gentlemen
would deliver their sentiments on it before the question was put"
The gentlemen had been slow to speak because it was hard for
any one of them to think of a single executive without thinking
of a king. The Revolution had been fought as much against the
British Parliament as against the British Crown, but George III
had become the symbol of the rule which the Americans had
thrown off. Some of the delegates were old enough to remember

